Introduction
China is big and growing, and Chinese mathematics is also expanding and merging with world mathematics. What is special about the community of Chinese mathematicians? How has Chinese mathematics evolved and interacted with the outside world? How will it impact the future of mathematics and the global mathematics community in the world?
Though these questions are complex, one good way to understand them is to take a look at an organization which represents Chinese mathematicians and their friends and collaborators around the world: the International Congress of Chinese Mathematicians (ICCM), which holds its seventh international conference this August in Beijing.
A Glimpse at the History of Chinese Mathematics
China has a long history, and Chinese mathematics also has a long history. Though Chinese mathematics was directly motivated by applications in astronomy, agriculture, and commerce, there were systematic expositions of theories and results developed by Chinese people. The most famous is the book Nine Chapters on the Mathematical Art.
Since mathematics was not emphasized as a subject by itself in China, mathematics developed slowly, and it reached its peak, the golden age of Chinese mathematics, in the thirteenth century. Unfortunately, Chinese mathematics paused or even declined after that, while the West was moving forward rapidly thanks to the Renaissance, the Age of Enlightenment, and the Industrial Revolution.
The gap between China and the West was wide at the beginning of the twentieth century. Shortly after that, several brilliant Chinese mathematicians emerged on the world stage of mathematics: S. S. Chern, L. K. Hua, W. L. Chow, C. C. Lin, and P. L. Hsu. The first ICCM was attended by more than 400 people, the second by more then 500, the third by more than 800, the fourth by more than one 1,500, the fifth by more than 1,600, and the sixth by more than 800. It is expected that more than 1,600 people will attend the seventh this August. 
The Mission of ICCM

What Has Happened at ICCM?
The ICCM both facilitates interaction between Chinese and Western mathematics and celebrates major achievements of Chinese mathematicians and their friends. Much has happened at past ICCMs. Attendees have included representatives of American, European, Japanese, Korean, and Singaporean mathematical societies, as well as such distinguished mathematicians as Gerd Faltings and Peter Lax. Symposia and public talks have covered everything from the effect of technology on Asian economies and challenges facing higher education to the mathematics of gambling and the intersection of math and poetry. The 2007 ICCM in Hangzhou included a panel discussion on women in mathematics.
Awards have been established to recognize mathematics research by high school students; outstanding doctoral, master's, and undergraduate theses; and individuals who have promoted the development of mathematics in China. At the 2013 ICCM in Taipei, a Morningside Special Achievement Award in Mathematics was presented to Yitang Zhang for his breakthrough on the twin prime number problem, and the International Cooperation Prize was awarded to Jean-Pierre Serre.
From the beginning the ICCM has been expertly organized. The opening ceremony of the first ICCM was held in the Great Hall of the People, which is an hour's drive from the Morningside Center-if there's no traffic. When more than a dozen buses left the Morningside Center bound for the Great Hall on the opening day of the 1998 ICCM, all the traffic lights along the route were green, and congress participants enjoyed a speedy, nonstop ride.
Publications of ICCM
The main publications of ICCM are the Proceedings and Notices of ICCM. The former gives a faithful record of the scientific activities of each ICCM and also includes pictures of awardees and ceremonies, and the latter provides a platform for mathematicians from all over the world to share their thoughts and ideas on recent major progress in mathematics, issues, and problems facing mathematics.
Impact of ICCM
ICCM gives an identity to the loose group of mathematicians of Chinese descent around the world and provides a unique opportunity for them to gather together and exchange ideas in mathematics. Such a global interaction is very helpful to everyone, especially to those people coming from places in China that are not well exposed to modern mathematics.
The Morningside Lectures given by many distinguished mathematicians who are not of Chinese descent keep the Chinese mathematicians informed of the most recent developments in mathematics in other parts of the world.
The Morningside Medal and other prizes recognize works of promising young Chinese mathematicians and motivate them to continue their excellent work.
